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Who We Are 
 
 

Our Mission 
MASW’s mission is to provide leadership, advocacy, research, and education to-
ward the end of improving public policy and programs which impact the health and 
welfare of all Missourians.  

 
 

Our Vision 
MASW’s vision is of a more just, equitable, and democratic Missouri that assures 
every person’s health, safety, security, independence, human rights, dignity, and 
opportunity to maximize his or her potential.  

 
 

Our Values 
MASW values social justice and equality, diversity and the celebration of our cul-
tural differences and our similarities, treating all people with dignity and respect, 
facilitating equal access to life’s basic necessities, the opportunity for all people to 
reach their full potential, and the advancement of human rights, civic engagement 
and the common good.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things 
that matter.” 

-Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
 
 
 



 

 4 

Our Offices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Missouri Association for Social Welfare’s offices are housed in the Center for 
Social Justice (located on 606 E. Capitol in Jefferson City). The MASW Board of 
Directors holds its regular meetings here, as do MASW Task Forces and other 
committees. The boardroom is also available for other like-minded organizations 
wishing to hold meetings in Jefferson City. 
 
 
Contact Us: 
 
Office: The Center for Social Justice 
            Missouri Association for Social Welfare 
            606 East Capitol Avenue 
            Jefferson City, MO 65101 
Phone: (573) 634-2901 
Toll Free: (888) 634-2901 
Fax: (573) 635-1648 
Email: citizenvoice@masw.org 
Website: www.MASW.org 
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Our Work:  
The Missouri Association for Social Welfare is a statewide, non-profit, mem-
bership organization founded in 1901. We research social problems and is-
sues, hold informational forums and conferences around the state, build coali-
tions to address social justice issues, and advocate on the behalf of such is-
sues with public officials and the media. MASW is governed by a Board of 
Directors which is elected by our members.  
 
 

Chapters 
There are currently active local chapters of MASW in St. Louis, Kansas City, 
Springfield, and Central Missouri. These chapters serve to locally dissemi-
nate information from MASW by holding public forums on pertinent issues 
in social justice as well as providing an opportunity for members to meet 
regularly, learn, network, and increase their activism.  
 

Task Forces 
MASW’s task forces are statewide, issue-oriented committees that aggregate 
progressive interests in specific issue areas to develop policy solutions and 
formulate research initiatives. See the Year in Review section for a listing 
and description of MASW’s task forces. 
 

Research 
The central purpose of MASW’s research is to call public attention to chang-
ing social problems, provide data to properly inform policy-makers, and to 
monitor the effects of public policy on Missouri’s most vulnerable citizens. 
Much of MASW’s research is funded by philanthropic foundations, govern-
ment organizations, or other grantors, and thus plans for particular types of 
research may sometimes need to be postponed until funding is acquired.  
 

Advocacy 
MASW’s advocacy efforts are focused squarely on the nearby Missouri State 
Capitol, where we advocate for or against legislation to elected officials, of-
ten via committee testimony. The goal of our advocacy is to give greater 
visibility to the causes of social justice and the common good, especially with 
legislators debating public policy initiatives. MASW also conducts a Student 
Advocacy Day to teach young people about advocacy and participates in nu-
merous advocacy days and events throughout the year.  
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Public Education 
MASW holds public forums and conferences to educate the public at-large 
about important issues, as well as publishing newsletters and articles. The 
goal of these activities is to inform and activate members and allies and to 
provide sources of information on social welfare issues for citizens.   
 

 
 

Coalitions 
MASW participates in numerous coalitions with other groups to help achieve 
our goals. MASW participates in coalitions/campaigns which have a mission, 
values, or goals that meet the overall goals, mission, values, and objectives of 
MASW. MASW, as a non-partisan organization, participates in only non-
partisan coalitions. MASW annually reviews the activities of each coali-
tion/campaign to determine if MASW’s continued participation is prudent.  
 
 

Homeless Missourians Information System 
MASW is the program administrator of the Homeless Missourians Informa-
tion System, or HMIS. HMIS is a shared database for the use of agencies that 
provide assistance to homeless persons and to persons at risk of homeless-
ness. The main purpose of the HMIS is to collect information about the peo-
ple that such agencies serve in order to better define the problem of home-
lessness in Missouri, and thus to help end homelessness. HMIS is funded by 
grants from the Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Mis-
souri Housing Development Commission. 
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2008 in Review 
 

Legislative Priorities and Outcomes 
 

MASW began 2008 with our own “State of the State” address, outlining the 
policy priorities adopted by MASW members at the 107th Annual Confer-
ence and committed ourselves to advocating for those priorities in the capital. 
What follows are the results of our advocacy in our key policy priorities.  
 

In the area of Health/Mental Health, MASW supported Governor Blunt’s 
health plan as an alternative to no action at all, but a lack of commitment 
from the governor and resistance in the General Assembly kept the bill from 
even coming up for a vote. 2008 also saw no restoration of the 2005 Medi-
caid cuts. The legislature failed to pass a bill lifting the lifetime food stamp 
ban for felony drug offenders; a bill to provide low-income seniors currently 
receiving $10 each month in food stamps with a $20 state supplement passed 
the House, but was not debated in the Senate. 
 

In the area of Economic Justice, the legislature passed a bill that revised 
property tax assessments which MASW supported. The bill, SB 711, ensures 
that taxpayers have a reasonable expectation of the cost of proposed tax lev-
ies when they vote and improves the circuit breaker program, helping to 
make property taxes less regressive. MASW also worked with its coalition 
partners to testify against unjust tax proposals, such as a repeal of the corpo-
rate income tax or a constitutional amendment to restrict state revenue. 
MASW also supported HB 2131, which would have required the 40% of top 
income-earners to pay more, thus increasing state revenue by one billion dol-
lars, while cutting taxes for the lower 60%, but the bill was only assigned to 
committee on the last day of the session, effectively preventing its considera-
tion.  
 

In the area of Human Rights, MASW worked with our coalition partners to 
help keep an anti-affirmative action measure off the 2008 ballot and to 
weaken the blatantly xenophobic anti-immigrant legislation that was passed. 
While the bill still deputizes every state and local employee to the federal 
government to enforce federal immigration law and mandates that the com-
mercial drivers’ license test must be given in English only with no interpreter, 
MASW and its allies helped keep out measures that would have banned un-
documented foreign nationals who graduate from Missouri high schools from 
attending state colleges and would have required a photo-ID to vote. We also 
helped ensure that the bill enacted real penalties for employers who exploit 
undocumented workers.  
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In the area of Housing, 2008 saw some progress made on MASW’s initiative 
to improve the Missouri Housing Trust Fund and increase its revenue in the 
form of an interim committee in the Senate. The legislature also approved 
$6.4 million for Utilicare to help low-income ratepayers who cannot pay their 
utility bills. However, the legislature failed to grant more state assistance for 
children’s day-care for low-income working parents or to facilitate asset-
building through Earned Income Tax Credit legislation, which was never 
even heard in committee.   

 

 
 

Task Forces 
( Task Force Chairs serve on the State Board of Directors.) 

 
·  The Asset Development Task Force supports policies that foster 

independence from welfare and charity in depressed communities by 
encouraging economic activities such as home ownership, matched savings 
programs, investment in education and microenterprise.  

  Chair: Vanessa Finley 
 

·  The Criminal Justice Task Force supports a vision of justice that 
advocates healing rather than vengeance, community based alternatives to 
prison, especially for nonviolent offenders; increasing public safety 
through a more just society, and responses to crime which enable 
offenders to develop and express remorse, make restitution, take 
responsibility for the consequences of their acts, and integrate them 
successfully into society as good citizens. 

   Chair: Sr. Carleen Reck 
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·  The Economic Justice Task Force is committed to reducing economic 

injustice and inequality through advocacy and public education. 
   Chair: Jane VanSant 
 

·  The Affordable Housing and Homelessness Task Force is committed to 
increasing the supply of affordable, accessible housing, and reducing the 
numbers of homeless people in Missouri through the prioritization of 
rental, utility, and affordable housing assistance into the areas of greatest 
need.   Chair: Jack Stretch, Ph.D. 

 
·  The Human Rights Task Force is committed to advocacy and education 

efforts that guarantee equal rights and equal opportunities for all persons, 
regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, ability, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, age, class, religion, or immigration status.  

  Chair: Eric Zegel 
 
·  The Health & Mental Health Task Force promotes accessible and 

competent health care for all Missourians, adequate funding for health 
care programs, and consumer protections against mistreatment by 
managed care systems.   Chair: Vacant 

 
·    The goal of the Hunger Task Force is to reduce hunger in Missouri and 

dependence on emergency food supplies.  
  Chair: Ben DeFeo 
 

·    The Education Policy Task Force is a new task force established in 2008.  
Chair: Marcia Hayes-Harris 

 
Coalitions 

To further increase communication and cooperation amongst the advocacy 
community in 2008, members of our staff and organization regularly partici-
pated in various coalitions and groups including, but not limited to: Gover-
nor’s Committee to End Homelessness, State Committee to Keep Missouri-
ans Warm, National Low-Income Housing Coalition, Missourians for Tax 
Justice, Missouri Immigrant and Refugee Advocates, Missouri Health Care 
for All, First Things First Coalition, Missouri Health Advocacy Alliance, and 
Missouri Coalition for Budget and Policy Priorities. Information and re-
sources from those outside coalitions and groups is then shared within 
MASW’s vast communication networks. 
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Student Advocacy Day 2008 
MASW annually conducts a Student Advocacy Day to instruct Missouri 
college students on the legislative process, the need for research and testi-
mony from non-governmental organizations, and the duties of citizenship. 
Student Advocacy Day 2008 had over 150 attendees and focused on three 
bills, two of which MASW supported and one of which we opposed. The 
two favored pieces of legislation were SB 825, a bill to increase the fee 
collected by each recorder of deeds to be deposited into the Missouri 
Housing Trust Fund from $3 to $10, and the Food Stamp Bill, a bill to 
raise the minimum amount of food stamps for the elderly from $10 to $30 
per month. The bill we worked against was HB 1463, which prohibited the 
admission of unlawfully present aliens to public institutions of higher edu-
cation and required the registrar of each institution to annually certify to 
the appropriation committees of the General Assembly that the institution 
has not knowingly admitted any undocumented immigrant prior to the ap-
proval of any appropriations. Student Advocacy Day 2008 was a great 
success and all attendees learned a great deal about advocacy and the leg-
islative process.  
 
 

 

 
Rep. Dixon and Missouri State students on Student Advocacy Day 2008. 
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Some attendees take a second to pose for a picture before their busy day. 

 

 
Legislative assistant Kelly Schultz speaks to MSU students about the legislative process. 

 
 

 
Sen. Champion speaks to some attendees about the importance of their participation.  
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2008 Annual Conference 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MASW’s 108th Annual Conference on October 22 and 23, 2008 focused the 
topic of economic injustice and how to combat inequality. Topics included 
predatory lending, criminal justice, microfinance, the need for a national 
health plan, immigrants’ impact on the Missouri economy, advocating for the 
unsheltered homeless, and more. Robert Kuttner, noted political pundit and 
author of Obama’s Challenge: America’s Economic Crisis and the Power of 
a Transformative Presidency, was the keynote speaker.  
 

 
Keynote speaker Robert Kuttner signs a copy of his Obama’s Challenge. 
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MASW Board of Directors 
Officers 

PRESIDENT: Mary Schantz 
1st VICE PRESIDENT: Sharon Cheers, J.D. 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT: Stuart Murphy 
SECRETARY: Susan Ray 
TREASURER: Kevin Kelly, Ph.D. 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Joe Yancey 
 
 

Members-at-Large (Terms Ending October 2008) 
Francie Broderick 

Ann Harris 
Rebecca Skaggs 

Jacqueline Brown 
Maria Cepeda 

Marcia Hayes-Harris 
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Members-at-Large (Terms Ending October 2009) 
Jane VanSant 
Ann Johnson 
Phyllis Harris 

George Lombardi 
Dana Klar 

Courtney Prentis 
Also Board Members: Chairs of Task Forces, Chapters, and Endowment Cmt 

 

 
 

MASW Chapters 
(Chairs are elected locally by each respective chapter and are members of the State 

Board of Directors.) 
Central Missouri Chapter; Chair Don Love 

Kansas City Chapter; Chair Christina Martin  
St. Louis Chapter; Chair Richard King 

Springfield Chapter; Chair Jacqueline Brown 
 

All the chapters hold meetings and forums to educate the public throughout 
the year. Some sample forums held by MASW chapters in 2008 were: 

·  The Missouri State Budget 
·  Immigration 
·  The Missouri Housing Crisis 
·  Issues of Animal Waste Management from Factory Farms 
·  Fairness in Taxation 
·  Children's Mental Health Services 
·  Healthcare in Missouri 
·  Homelessness in the St. Louis Area 
·  The Economic Crisis and its Impact on Social Services 
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2008 Financial Summary 
  

Income 
�  Grants (prior year unexpended and new): $250,125 = 58% 
�  Investment Earnings: $66,174 = 15% 
�  United Way/State Employees CC: $58,035 = 13% 
�  Conferences/Special Events: $25,169 = 6% 
�  Membership Dues: $13,000 = 3% 
�  Chapter Income and Miscellaneous: $14,250 = 3% 
�  CSJ Building Fund: N/A  
�  Contributions: $9,000 = 2% 

 
Total: $ 424,053 
 

58%

15%

13%

6%
3% 3% 2%

Grants

Investment Earnings

United Way/State
Employees CC

Conferences/Special
Events

Membership Dues

Chapter Income and
Misc.

Contributions
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Expenditures 
�  Salaries, Benefits, & Payroll Taxes: $441,644 = 67% 
�  Conferences/Special Events: $29,750 = 5% 
�  Professional Fees: $73,571 = 11% 
�  General Office Expenses: $31,973 = 5% 
�  Staff Travel: $34,000 = 5% 
�  HMIS Database Fees: $35,496 = 5% 
�  Chapter and Miscellaneous: $13,930 = 2% 

 
Total: $660,364 
 

67%
5%

11%

5%

5%

5%
2%

Salaries, Benefits,
& Payroll Taxes
Conferences/Speci
al Events
Professional Fees

General Office
Expenses
Staff Travel

HMIS Database
Fees
Chapter and Misc.

 
 

2008 Grants 
·  Department of Housing and Urban Development: For development and use 

of the Homeless Missourians Information System 
·  Missouri Housing Development Committee: A local funding match for the 

HUD grant. 
·  MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger: For hunger issues. 
·  Missouri Foundation for Health: For general advocacy on health and related 

issues, and a separate grant for technological assistance with administrative 
improvements. 

 

Endowment 
MASW has an endowment in which the principle remains untouched and the 
income earned is used for operational needs. It is managed by the Endow-
ment Committee; Chair: Fr. Bill Hutchison (serves on State Board). 
 
Note: Audited financial statements provided by Evers and Company, CPA’s, L.L.C. of Jefferson 
City, Missouri are available at MASW’s offices.  
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Get Involved with MASW! 
Contact us at citizenvoice@masw.org or get additional information through 
our website, MASW.org, where you can join MASW for the first time or re-
new your lapsed membership! If you do not have access to email, call us toll 
free at 1-888-634-2901.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

"The probability that we may fail in the struggle ought not to deter us 
from the support of a cause we believe to be just; it shall not deter me." 

-Abraham Lincoln 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date: 
109th Annual Conference 
Friday, November 6, 2009 

 at the University of Missouri-St. Louis Campus. 
Go online or call our office to register for the conference today! 


