Provided by Missouri Immigrant & Refugee Advocates (MIRA),
of which MASW is a proud member

£ | NATIONAL

R eRIeI InvmMicraTION PoLicy UPDATE
— 3 | FORUM

Congress Passes "Emergency" Spending Bill for Border
Security

On August 12, the Senate, convened in a special "pro forma" session, passed by
acclamation a bill (H.R. 6080) providing for $600 million dollars for "emergency

supplemental appropriations for border security." The House passed the bill on

August 10 in a special session convened for an unrelated matter.

An identical bill passed the Senate earlier, on August 5, just before the Senate
left for its August recess. However, since the Senate was proposing to pay for
the enforcement resources with new fees on certain companies and the House is
supposed to originate revenue-generating legislation, the House took the Senate
bill, put a new House Resolution number on it, and sent it back to the Senate.

This latest enforcement-only proposal began as a request from the President for
supplemental funding of $600 million submitted in June. The House, just before
leaving Washington at the end of July, upped the ante, providing $701 million,
an amount the Senate reduced.

Content: The bill will provide $253.9 million for Customs and Border Protection
personnel, including $175.9 million for 1,000 new Border Patrol agents and $29
million for new CBP officers to staff border ports of entry.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement will get $80 million, including $50 million
for additional agents, investigators, intelligence analysts and support personnel,
and $30 million for law enforcement efforts to reduce violence along the border.

$8.1 million will be allocated to train the new ICE and CBP hires.
The bill provides $32 million for new unmanned aerial drones.

The Department of Justice will get $196 million, including $37.5 million for the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms to beef up that agency's capacity to
target firearms trafficking, and $33.7 million for the Drug Enforcement Agency
for operations targeting drug trafficking.

In all, $23.1 million will go to federal courts and for federal prosecutions to
handle increased workload due mainly to the fact that persons crossing the
border illegally are being prosecuted as criminals rather than being deported.

The extra enforcement resources will be paid for in part by a new fee charged to
certain companies that employ persons here on H-1B and L visas (if the
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companies employ 50 or more employees and more than 50% of those
employees are here on H-1B or L visas).

For more detailed commentary and a listing of the contents of the bill, see the
Forum's summary here.

Reaction: Democrats are touting this as a "building block for comprehensive
reform." (See this press release from House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.) In theory,
with extra resources allocated to the border, Democrats and Republicans will
now launch into comprehensive reform. More likely, the bill was passed (in
record time, for this Congress) so that members can go back to their districts
and states over the summer recess and show how tough they've been on
enforcement. With the exception of Rep. Gutierrez's CIR ASAP, there is no
comprehensive reform legislation yet introduced in Congress and, while touting
this enforcement-only bill, Democrats did not set out any sort of time-line for
moving on with other elements of reform.

While the Democratic leadership may suggest that the additional enforcement
resources will satisfy the clamor for more enforcement from Republicans, that is
not likely to be the case. As we have commented several times in ImmPolitic
(here, for example), when demands for more resources are met, restrictionist
members of Congress make new demands. This pattern has been playing out
for years now.

For their part, Republicans are already asking for more. Senator John McCain
(R-AZ) offered three amendments during debate on this bill to add more
resources. When it was all done, according to Politico, Senator McCain said that
he believes "we have a lot more to do." Senator Jeff Sessions (R-AL) said the
bill is "a step in the right direction."

For more reaction, see the Forum's press release.

Congress is now out of session for August. When they return in September,
there will be very few legislative business days remaining before they leave
Washington to campaign for re-election.

Announcement: Job Opportunities with the National
Immigration Forum

The Forum is seeking to hire regional organizers for the Southeast and the West.
Organizers will drive the Forum's work in building strength in the field, and will
play a key role in the Reform Immigration FOR America Campaign.

For a complete job description, including requirements and duties, download this
job description.

Candidates are encouraged to apply on or before August 31.
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ImmPolitic - Recent Posts on our Blog

e It's Called Leadership
Some lawmakers are shocked-shocked!-that the administration is looking
at its regulatory authority under existing law to mitigate the devastating
effects of our broken immigration system and to deal with other national
crises that a dysfunctional Congress shows no signs of addressing. Read
more....

e The Anniversary of Detention Reform: A Mixed Review, Part II
One year after detention reforms were announced by ICE, some progress
has been made, but there is a long way to go. Read more....

e Would Answering Demands for More Enforcement Allow Us to Move on
Immigration Reform?
Some pundits think that if restrictionists in Congress got what they
wanted on Border enforcement, we could move on to reform our
immigration laws. In reality, they will just ask for more. They already
have. Read more....

e Arizona Asks for "Expedited Appeal," but Facts Don't Warrant Emergency
Consideration
Arizona will appeal a court injunction preventing much of SB 1070 from
taking effect, claiming the provisions enjoined by the court are "critical to
address serious criminal" problems in Arizona. The statistics don't
support that assertion. Read more....

o Immigration Enforcement's Moving Goalposts
As more and more enforcement resources are deployed to the southwest
border, anti-immigrant members of Congress keep asking for more. Read
more....

e Detention Reform: A Mixed Review (Part 1)
Part one of an assessment of ICE's detention reforms, one year in to the
project. Read more....

e "We ought to be going after the bad guys"
Vigilantes in Utah create a hit list of "illegal aliens," releasing private
information such as Social Security numbers. The Utah government
promises to prosecute the offenders. "This is not the way we do things in
Utah," says Utah's AG. Read more....

e Virtual Due Process
The immigration courts are overburdened and under-resourced, according
to a recent exhaustive study by the American Bar Association. Video
conferencing is being used increasingly to save resources, but this cheats
immigrant detainees of their full due process rights. Read more....
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As the Facts Come Out about Arizona, the Politicians Become More Shrill
Arizona politicians are clamoring for more border security, telling us that
without it, Arizona residents cannot be safe, but more and more media
outlets are finding these claims to be false. Read more....
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