
1 

 

HHS Affordable Care Act Bulletin 
August 13, 2010 

 
 

  Check out the new consumer focused Health Care Website here. 
 

 Find updates from administration officials here. 
 

 Sign up for email updates here. 
 

 Frequently asked Affordable Care Act questions answered here. 
 

 Check out our archived web chats here. 
 
Recent News 

August 10: Prescription Drug Cost Relief to More Than 750,000 Medicare Beneficiaries 

August 9: HHS Announces Availability of Health Center New Access Point Grants 
Recent HealthCare Blog Posts 

August 12: Getting Your Kid Covered and in the Game, By Cindy Mann, Deputy Administrator 
and Director of the Center for Medicaid, CHIP, and Survey & Certification at the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services 

August 11: Celebrating Community Health Center Week, By Julia Eisman, HHS New Media 
Communications Director 
 
August 10: Another Round of Donut Hole Rebate Checks Drop This Week, By Jenny Backus, 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs 

August 9: What is the Donut Hole?, By Jonathan Blum, Deputy Administrator and Director for 
the Center of Medicare at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

August 7: Weekly Address: Medicare Officially Safer After Health Reform, By Jesse Lee, White 
House New Media Program Director 
 
Regulations & Guidance 
 
Regulations and guidance are used to implement many of the Affordable Care Act provisions 
that address both private and public health insurance. 

http://www.healthcare.gov/
http://www.healthreform.gov/forums/blog/blog_1.html
https://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USHHS&custom_id=1329
http://www.healthreform.gov/about/answers.html
http://www.youtube.com/ushealthreform#p/c/E13B55ACDF862D29
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/08/20100810a.html
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/08/20100809a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/blog/getkidscovered.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/blog/chcwebchat.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/blog/donuthole_rebateupdate.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/blog/donuthole.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2010/08/07/weekly-address-medicare-officially-safer-after-health-reform
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Regulation on Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan (Issued by the Office of Consumer 
Information and Insurance Oversight) 
 
Request for Comment on Health Insurance Exchanges (Issued by the Office of Consumer 
Information and Insurance Oversight) 

Regulation on Consumers' Right to Appeal Health Plan Decisions (Issued by the Office of 
Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight) 

Preventive Services: Regulations and Recommendations 

Patient’s Bill of Rights (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight) 

Regulation on “Grandfathered” Health Plans under the Affordable Care Act (Issued by the Office 
of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight) 

Dependent Coverage of Children Who Have Not Attained Age 26 (Issued by the Office of 
Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight) 

Early Retiree Reinsurance Program (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and 
Insurance Oversight) 

Health Care Reform Insurance Web Portal Requirements (Issued by the Office of Consumer 
Information and Insurance Oversight) 

COBRA Continuation of Coverage (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services) 

Health Insurance Reform for Consumers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services) 

Health Insurance Reform for Employers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services) 

Self-Funded Nonfederal Governmental Plans (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services) 

Temporary High Risk Pool Fact Sheet provides information about the temporary high risk pool 
program included in the Affordable Care Act and chart outlining potential allocations of high 
risk pool funds to states.  

Beneficiary Information about the $250 Part D Rebate Brochure describes details about the tax-
free, one-time check for $250 for people who enter the Part D donut hole and are not eligible 
for Medicare Extra Help.   

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-18691.pdf
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-18043.htm
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/prevention/regs.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/prevention/recommendations.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/index.html#patients
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/index.html#grandfathered
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/index.html#dependent_coverage
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/index.html#early_retiree
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/index.html#health_care_reform
http://www.cms.gov/COBRAContinuationofCov/
http://www.cms.gov/HealthInsReformforConsume/
http://www.cms.gov/HealthInsReformforEmps/
http://www.cms.gov/SelfFundedNonFedGovPlans/
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/initiative/hi_risk_pool_facts.html
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11464.pdf
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Health Insurance Portal Bulletin provides guidance to state Medicaid Directors about the health 
insurance portal. 

Medicare and the New Health Law – What it Means for You.  This mailing from CMS outlines 
key provisions of the Affordable Care Act for people with Medicare as well as members of their 
families.  The mailing is being sent in both English and Spanish. 

Letters 

Administration officials issue letters requesting information, issuing guidance, announcing 
progress to date, and other implementation efforts. 

Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors, Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (July 26, 2010) 

Rate Review letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors and State Insurance Commissioners 
(June 7, 2010) 

Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Hill Leadership outlining HHS’s Progress on Implementation 
Efforts (May 24, 2010) 

State High Risk Pool cover letter from Jay Angoff, Director of the Office of Consumer 
Information and Oversight (May 10, 2010) 

Letter from Secretary Sebelius to NAIC urging the association to provide guidance by June 1 to 
allow for timely implementation of the law (April 12, 2010) 

Grants 

The Affordable Care Act creates a number of new grant opportunities.  Below, you will find links 
to the grant centers for the agencies administering these grants.  There, and at Grants.gov, you 
can search for relevant grant opportunities. 

OCIIO State Planning and Establishment Grants – search for CFDA number 93.525. 

OCIIO Health Insurance Premium Review Grants 

Administration for Children and Families Grants 

Administration on Aging Grants 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

http://www.cms.gov/CMCSBulletins/
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11467.pdf
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11467.pdf
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11467_S.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/ada_anniversary.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/ada_anniversary.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/initiative/govrs_ltr_rate_review_final_060710.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/implementation_efforts.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/implementation_efforts.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/Documents/state_cover.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/Documents/state_cover.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/naicletter.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/naicletter.html
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/initiative/index.html
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/
http://www.aoa.gov/AoARoot/Grants/Funding/index.aspx
http://www.ahrq.gov/fund/grantix.htm
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Health Resources and Services Administration Grants 

Indian Health Service Grants 

National Institutes of Health Grants 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Grants 

Brochures 

Below you’ll find brochures and materials related to the implementation of the Affordable Care 
Act. 

Patient Protections & Insurance Reforms (pdf)  

Poster: Are You Eligible for the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan? (English pdf) (Spanish 

pdf)  

The Affordable Care Act — What it Means for Those with Pre-Existing (English pdf) (Spanish 

pdf)  

Medicare and the New Health Care Law — What it Means for You (pdf) 

Closing the Prescription Drug Coverage Gap (pdf) 

Fact Sheets 

The fact sheets are condensed summaries of important provisions in the Affordable Care Act. 

Community Health Centers and the Affordable Care Act: Increasing Access to Affordable, Cost 
Effective, High Quality Care  
 
About the New Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan 
 
Establishing Health Insurance Exchanges and a New Competitive Marketplace 

Fact Sheet: The Affordable Care Act: Protecting Consumers and Putting Patients Back in Charge 
of Their Care 

Fact Sheet: Benefits for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders of New Affordable Care Act Rules 
on Expanding Prevention Coverage 

Fact Sheet: Benefits for African Americans of New Affordable Care Act Rules on Expanding 
Prevention Coverage 

http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/
http://www.ihs.gov/NonMedicalPrograms/gogp/
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/oer.htm
http://www.samhsa.gov/grants/
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/patient_protections.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/8.5x11_poster_hirisk_b.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/8.5x11_poster_hirisk_b.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/spanish_poster_hirisk_b.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/spanish_poster_hirisk_b.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_spanish.pdf
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11467.pdf
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11464.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/increasing_access_.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/increasing_access_.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/preexistingconditioninsuranceplan.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/esthealthinsurexch.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/protectconsumers_factsheet072210.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/protectconsumers_factsheet072210.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pdf/07-14-10_prevention_aapi_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pdf/07-14-10_prevention_aapi_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pdf/07-14-10_prevention_african_american_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pdf/07-14-10_prevention_african_american_fact_sheet.pdf
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Fact Sheet: Benefits for Latinos of New Affordable Care Act Rules on Expanding Prevention 
Coverage 

Fact Sheet: Benefits for Seniors of New Affordable Care Act Rules on Expanding Prevention 
Coverage 

Fact Sheet: Benefits for Women and Children of New Affordable Care Act Rules on Expanding 
Prevention Coverage 

The Affordable Care Act’s New Patient’s Bill of Rights 

Affordable Care Act: Laying the Foundation for Prevention 

Creating Jobs and Increasing the Number of Primary Care Providers 

Keeping the Health Plan You Have: The Affordable Care Act and “Grandfathered” Health Plans 

Young Adults and the Affordable Care Act: Protecting Young Adults and Eliminating Burdens on 
Families and Businesses 

The Affordable Care Act’s Early Retiree Reinsurance Program 

Increasing Choice and Saving Money for Small Businesses 

Temporary High Risk Pool Program 

Establishing the Web Portal Called For in The Affordable Care Act 

New Tools to Fight Fraud 

Learn the facts and statistics about how the Affordable Care Act will benefit each state. 

State By State Fact Sheets 

Choose your state to learn more about the immediate benefits of the Affordable Care Act. 
 
State By State Fact Sheets 
 
Information for Your Community and You 

Health Reform for American Families (pdf) 

Health Reform for Children (pdf) (http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/family/index.html) 

http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pdf/07-14-10_prevention_latino_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pdf/07-14-10_prevention_latino_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pdf/07-14-10_prevention_seniors_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pdf/07-14-10_prevention_seniors_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pdf/07-14-10_prevention_women_and_families_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pdf/07-14-10_prevention_women_and_families_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/aca_new_patients_bill_of_rights.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/aca_laying_the_foundation_for_prevention.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/creating_jobs_and_increasing_primary_care_providers.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/keeping_the_health_plan_you_have_grandfathered.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/young_adults_and_aca_protecting.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/young_adults_and_aca_protecting.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/early_retiree_reinsurance_program.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/increasing_choice_and_saving_money_for_small_businesses.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/temp_high_risk_pool_program.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/establishing_web_portal_called_for_in_aca.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/new_tools_to_fight_fraud.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/learn_facts_and_statistics_about_aca_benefit_each_state.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/healthreform/downloads
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_american_families.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_children.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/family/index.html
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Health Reform for Young Adults (pdf) 
(http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/youngadults/index.html) 

Health Reform for Early Retirees (pdf) 

Health Reform for Seniors (pdf) (http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/seniors/index.html) 

Health Reform for African Americans (pdf) 

Health Reform for Latinos (pdf) 

Health Reform for Rural Americans (pdf) 

Health Reform for Women (pdf) 

Health Reform for Small Businesses (pdf) (http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/small/index.html) 

Health Reform for Large Employers 

Health Reform for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (pdf) 

Health Reform for Americans with Disabilities (pdf) 
(http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/disabilities/index.html) 

Health Reform for LGBT Communities (pdf) 

Health Reform for Veterans (pdf) 

Health Reform Health Individuals 

Health Reform Individuals with Health Conditions 

Health Reform Pregnant Women 

 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_young_adults.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/youngadults/index.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_early_retirees.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_seniors.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/seniors/index.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_african_americans.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_latinos.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_rural_americans.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_women.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_small_businesses.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/small/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/large/index.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_aapi.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_americans_with_disabilities.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/disabilities/index.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_lgbt_communities.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_veterans.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/healthy/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/conditions/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/foryou/pregnant/index.html

