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MASW Priority: Economic Justice
Senate to Voters: You Mean Nothing to Us!

State legislators often attempt to avoid tough issues by attempting to put the proposal in question on the statewide ballot for a public vote.  Other times, lawmakers see a partisan advantage for their side, or disadvantage, and likewise attempt to resort to a public vote on the issue.  So most of the time, when legislators are either ducking for cover or concocting a cheap political stunt, it is good news when the amendment to send a bill to vote of the people is rejected.

However, when the people themselves taken the extraordinary course of utilizing the initiative petition to enact something into law, the legislature should not be in the business of repealing that law – that is legitimately one of the few instances in which a bill should, indeed, be put on the statewide ballot for a public vote.
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In 1976, Missouri voters enacted the No-CWIP law, with over 63% voting “yes.”  The No-CWIP law protects electric ratepayers from being charged by for-profit monopoly utilities for Construction Work In Progress (CWIP); in other words, you will be charged a fair rate for the company’s cost of operation a plant that is producing the electricity you use – you will not be charged for building a new plant until it is actually producing electricity.
SB 228 would repeal the No-CWIP law.  Sen. Joan Bray, based on argu​ments like those presented above, offered an amendment to submit the No-CWIP repeal to the voters.

Nine Senators voted for the amendment.  Nine Senators agreed that the voters, who after all put the CWIP ban in place with a 63% “yes” vote, should be the ones to decide if the ban should be repealed.  Those nine were Senators Joan Bray, Victor Callahan, Jason Crowell, Jolie Justus, Rob Mayer, Luann Ridgeway, Kurt Schaefer, Jeff Smith, and Robin Wright-Jones.
You may disagree with the Senate’s action.  You can contact your legislators by linking here or here.  You can also share your opinion through a traditional letter-to-the-editor, as longtime MASW member Jane Bierdeman-Fike often does, most recently in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
You can get more information about the CWIP bill from two coalitions MASW is working with: Missourians for Fair Electric Rates and the Fair Electricity Rate Action Fund.  There has been increased media coverage of the issue, including this editorial in the Post-Dispatch and these articles in the Columbia Tribune, Kansas City Star and Springfield News-Leader.

Charles Jaco interviewed me on KTRS Radio (Home of the St. Louis Cardinals) earlier this week; after I explained our reasons for opposing the CWIP, he interviewed someone representing the pro-CWIP group: Thomas Voss, President and CEO of AmerenUE.  Unlike last week’s interview on KMOX, I do not have a link to a recording of my segment on KTRS.
MASW Priority: Tax Justice
Pat Martin

Patricia "Pat" Martin, longtime leader of Missourians for Tax Justice, passed away in St. Louis on Thursday (4/9). She and her husband Ben have been longtime supporters of MASW. Our thoughts and prayers are with Ben and their family.
Former State Representative Jerry Ford, who has worked with Pat for many years as legislative advocate for MTJ, says, "We lost a great one." He wrote the following "thoughts on her quiet, yet intense passion."


MASW Priority: Fair Treatment
Get TANF, Take Drug Test

Get Corporate Welfare & Tax Giveaways, No Drug Test Required

HB 30, sponsored by Rep. Ellen Brandom, would require the Department of Social Services to test recipients of Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) for presence in their bodies of illegal controlled sub​stances.  Those who tested positive would lose benefits for one year.

Rep. Jeff Roorda noted during the debate on the House floor this week that the punishment will fall on the innocent children of any TANF recipients who are in fact abusing drugs.  “We are standing between hungry children, the children of drug-addicted parents, and their next meal,” he said.

Opponents of the bill also noted a point frequently made by MASW, that legislators are focused on someone who gets $50 or $100 from the state getting a drug test, but makes no such requirement for the wealthy real estate tycoons who are routinely on the dole for millions of dollars in state benefits, tax give-aways and other permutations of corporate welfare.
The bill passed, of course, by a vote of 104 to 45.  It now moves to the Senate.

Making It Harder to Vote

According to Secretary of State Robin Carnahan, a measure voted “Do Pass” by the House Elections Committee this week “risks disenfranchising over 200,000 Missourians” who lack the government-issued photo identification cards required by the proposal.  She estimates that more than 10,000 Missourians in the military and 14,500 with disabilities – who are legally registered voters – would have their right to vote put in jeopardy by this legislation.
“It is disturbing that the majority of this committee has made it their legislative priority to push forth restrictive measures that make it harder for people to vote, instead of working to solve the real challenges that Missouri families currently face.  Over the past several years, tens of thousands of Missourians have already lost their jobs and their healthcare; with passage of this measure, they could lose their constitutional right to vote too,” I noted in a press release from the Missourians for Fair Elections Coalition, in which MASW participates to protect voting rights.

HCS HJR 9 combines a watered-down version of early voting (a concept MASW supports, but not in this tainted incarnation) with a requirement of government-issued photo identification in order to exercise the right to vote.  Taken at face value, the measure seeks to amend the state constitution to solve a problem which simply does not exist: people trying to vote using someone else’s identity.  For more on the resolution, which passed committee on a straight party-line vote, see the editorial in today’s St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
Death Penalty Moratorium Heard in House Committee

On Tuesday (4/7) the House Public Safety Committee heard HB 484, sponsored by Rep. Bill Deeken.  The bill would create a blue ribbon panel to study all aspects of the death penalty study during a two-year moratorium on executions in Missouri.

Darryl Burton, who was wrongly convicted and spent 24 years in prison before being exonerated and released, spoke eloquently of his ordeal.  He noted that if he had been sentenced to death, which the prosecutor had the discretion to seek but did not, he would have been executed before his exoneration would have ever happened – and he would not be testifying before the committee.

Martin Towey shared his family’s painful journey, suffering the loss of their daughter by murder and recollecting efforts by prosecutors to pursue a death penalty despite their expressed wishes against doing so.  John Simon and Pat Danner also offered good testimony.  Mickey Rosen, a leader for MASW and our St. Louis Chapter, had his letter on the topic published in the Post.
Many thanks to Jeff Stack of the Moratorium NOW! Coalition for information for this item.
MASW Priority: Quality Healthcare
Senate Budget Writers Restore Mental Health Dollars
The Senate Appropriations Committee fully restored the core cuts and OHCDS in ADA and CPS community programs using the Federal Budget Stabilization Funds.  They also closed the general revenue lines for CPS and ADA at the House position which should mean that of the core funding, only the restored Federal Budget Stabilization Funds will be in conference.  The Medicaid caseload growth will go to conference as the Senate took a higher position than the House.

(From Tim Swinfard, President/CEO, Missouri Coalition of Community Mental Health Centers).
Inferior Alternate to Nixon Plan Faces Key Vote

Bills that will significantly affect state finances (which is tracked by an attachment to the bill known as the “fiscal note”) are, after first-round passage in the Senate, referred to the Committee on Governmental Accountability and Fiscal Oversight (GAFO).  The committee is charged with determining if the fiscal impact of the legislation is reasonable; the bill cannot come back to the Senate floor a final vote without first being voted “Do Pass” by this committee.

SB 306, the so-called “Show-Me Health Coverage” bill, is scheduled for a GAFO hearing next week (4/14).  As state Medicaid expert Joel Ferber noted in his analysis of SB 306, the bill uses the same “no cost to the state” financing mechanism as the health access plan put forward by Gov. Jay Nixon, but doesn’t provide Nixon’s guarantee of expanded coverage to more people.

The fatal flaw of SB 306 and similar plans is the requirement that low-income families, who are already using every dime they can find for ongoing necessities, are required to pay up-front premiums and contributions before getting any medical coverage benefits.

Food Stamp Supplement for Low-Income Seniors

Rep. Bob Nance’s HB 156 would provide a state supplement to the federal food stamp benefit for low-income seniors.  The state would make up the difference from the federal monthly minimum so that the effective minimum for any individual would be $30, or $60 for a married couple.

That bill, already voted “Do Pass” by the committee Rep. Nance chairs, is scheduled for a hearing in the House Rules Committee next week (4/14).  The Rules Committee must vote to send the bill along, with any restrictions as to the amount of time allocated for debate, before it can be placed on the Calendar for action by the full House.

MASW Priority: Decent Housing
Foreclosure Prevention Bill Advancing

HCS HB 382 is a residential mortgage broker and loan originator licensing bill that complies with the Federal SAFE Act, containing minimum licensing standards for mortgage brokers and originators. Basic new licensing requirements include: 20 hours education, an exam, 8 hours continuing education, and national registration.  It was heard in the Senate Committee on Financial, Governmental Organizations and Elections last week.

The committee is considering adding elements of SB 541, which as a protection from predatory lending bill.  MASW is working on these issues through the Missouri Foreclosure Prevention Coalition.  Thanks to Debbie Irwin for her leadership of this coalition.

Unfortunately, there is no action to report this week on the bills to increase revenue for the Missouri Housing Trust Fund, SB 286 or HB 1020.
MASW Priority: Economic Justice
TABOR Hearing: No Hearing

The best news from the Senate Ways & Means Committee hearing on HCS HJR 23, also known as TABOR, this week is that the hearing did not take place.  Sen. Carl Vogel, chair of the committee, was there and patiently waited for the sponsor, House Budget Chair Allen Icet, but Rep. Icet did not appear, so the resolution did not have its scheduled hearing.
Orwellian-Named “Fair Tax” Measure at Top of Calendar

HCS HJR 36, the measure to repeal all corporate and personal income tax and replace the lost revenue with the highest sales tax burden ever attempted – you know, when the billionaire from Missouri spends the summer overseas and therefore pays ZERO DOLLARS in Missouri taxes, while the person in Missouri working a low-wage job pays high state sales taxes on all his or groceries, prescription medications and doctor visits – THE FAIR TAX – is # 1 on the House Perfection Calendar when legislators return from a short Easter Break next week.
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A BEACON





    A shining light has been extinguished.  Pat Martin passed yesterday.  She stood for fairness and justice for all.  She was a champion for the poor and disenfranchised.  She was quick to expose the abuses of the powerful and well-connected.  She admonished us when we seemed to slack in our efforts to carry on her fight.  She would have made a great General!  Most never knew the difference she made in their lives.  But we did.  





    Godspeed, Pat Martin.  You’ve earned a long rest.
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