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For Legislators, Low Taxes, Not the Welfare of the People, is the Supreme Law 

Death Before Taxes! 
 

How Big is Budget Hole? 
 
The Missouri House of Representatives 
voted on the dozen or so bills that comprise 
the state’s budget for Fiscal Year 2011 this 
week.  As adopted, the House version of the 
budget provides $224 million less for state 
services than the already inadequate pro-
posed budget of Governor Jay Nixon. 
 
Most of these “savings” will come by picking 
the pockets of state employees, shortchang-
ing our school children, and denying medical 
services to our most-in-need Missourians. 
 
Of course, in the world view of those in 
charge of our State Capitol, it is preferable 
to have overworked, underpaid workers 
serving poorly educated children and people 
suffering and dying from treatable (but un-
treated) medical conditions, than to require 
those of us still making a good living despite 
the horrible recession to pay somewhat 
higher taxes. 
 
But even these draconian cuts may not be 
sufficient to balance the state budget.  Both 
the Governor and the House rely on $300 
million in emergency federal assistance that 
has not yet been appropriated by the U.S. 
Congress. 
 
Continued on page 2… 

masw now on facebook 
 
Missouri’s voice for so-
cial justice is now con-
nected to activists across 
the state on the most 
viewed social networking 
site: facebook 

 
Become a fan of MASW.  Use this link if you 
are already logged onto your own facebook 
account.  If you are not a member, the link 
will take you to a page that gives you the 
opportunity to join. 
 
On MASW’s facebook “wall” you can post 
notices about legislative hearings on bills of 
interest, on chapter forums, task force meet-
ings, events MASW is co-sponsoring, and 
other notices or ideas you want to share with 
your fellow social justice activists. 
 

OTHER ISSUES… 
 
Universal Design Bill Hearing 
Page 2…  
 

Preventing State From Having Too 
Much Money!  Page 2… 

 
Senators Break Into Small Groups 
Page 3… 

http://www.house.mo.gov/news.aspx?id=338
http://governor.mo.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/MASW/103019409737549
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Rep. Storch 

Universal Design: A Good Thing 
House Committee Hears Bill 
 
HB 1737, sponsored by Rep. Rachel Storch, 
would require the use of “universal design” 
in the construction or rehabilitation of afford-

able housing. 
 
This measure would fur-
ther the cause of social 
justice in relation to two 
of MASW’s four policy 
priorities: Decent Hous-
ing and Fair Treatment. 
 
Here is the testimony of 

Don Love, who chairs MASW’s Human 
Rights Task Force and appeared before the 
House Committee on Senior Citizen Advo-
cacy this week. 
 
 We have made significant advances in designing 
buildings so that people with disabilities are not ex-
cluded from the opportunity to lead full, productive 
lives. Universal Design continues this human rights 
effort with an interesting twist.  
 
Usually, human rights efforts are directed at an identi-
fiable minority, but Universal Design is likely to bene-
fit all of us at some point in our lives, regardless of 
race, gender, religion and so on.  
 
Traditional thinking about accessibility has led to the 
strategy of building some housing units so that they 
look like institutions. Universal Design, on the other 
hand, aims at building all homes so they look like 
homes, but can be easily adapted to meet the needs 
of anyone – or can meet the changing needs of resi-
dents as they age or suffer impairments due to acci-
dents or illness.  
 
My favorite example of Universal Design is the con-
struction of bathrooms with a layer of plywood under 
the sheetrock. The bathroom does not have an insti-
tution look, but if a resident ever needs a grab bar, 
one can be installed anywhere, with simple tools, in 
minutes.  
 
Other Universal Design strategies involve initial plan-
ning so that ramps will never be necessary, or involve 
installation of wiring during construction that will mi-
nimize the expense of adding a stairway elevator or 
an automatic door if they are ever needed.  

Continued on page 3…  

An Amendment to Prevent State 
Revenue From Growing Too Big? 
Are You Kidding Me? 
 
If you were the leader of a group of starving 
people, you likely would have as your high-
est priority finding additional sources of food.  
If so, you would never make it as a leader in 
the current state legislature. 
 
However, if you see as the top priority of the 
leader of a group of starving people making 
a call to one of those well-advertised weight 
loss programs – now you’re thinking like a 
leader in Jefferson City. 
 
In the midst of the largest one-year decline 
in state tax collections ever recorded, the 
Missouri House of Representatives took 
time this week to pass a proposed constitu-
tional amendment (HJR 87) designed to en-
sure that our state revenue collections can-
not grow too large. 
 
Seriously, they did. 
 
Next up, one supposes, is to replace the 
aphorism chiseled above the east entrance 
to the Capitol – “Be Just, And Fear Not” – 
with the now more appropriate “Abandon All 
Hope, Ye Who Enter Here.” 
 

Budget Hole 
Continued from page1 
 
While state budget makers remain hopeful 
the federal aid will come, it is by no means 
certain that Congress will have acted by the 
first week in May, at which time the State 
Legislature is required to have the 2011 
budget decided upon. 
 
One strategy would be to build the $300 mil-
lion of hoped-for federal funds into the state 
budget, but clearly delineate what items will 
not be funded if the federal money does not 
come (or is less than $300 million). 
 
 

http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/hb1737.htm
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=064
http://www.masw.org/programs/human_rights.php
http://www.masw.org/programs/human_rights.php
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/commit/com459.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/commit/com459.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/hjr87.htm
http://house.mo.gov/news.aspx?id=339
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Sen. Shields 

Senate Finds It Cannot Reorganize 
State Government in One Day 
 
Missouri Senators took a break from their 
regular meeting schedule on Tuesday (3/23) 
and broke into eight small groups to ex-
amine how to reorganize state government. 
 
No reasonable person with substantial 
knowledge of Missouri government doubts 
that a major overhaul is overdue – the last 
reorganization took place when our soon-to-
retire U.S. Senator Kit Bond was our Gover-
nor (the nation’s youngest at that time), and 
yours truly (MASW Executive Director Bob 
Quinn) was a high school senior: 1974. 
 
However, if you are in the midst of the fire 
that is destroying your house, that might not 
be the most conducive time and place to 
plan how your next house will be more fire 
resistant. 
 
Give due credit to Se-
nate President Pro-Tem 
Charlie Shields for con-
sistently thinking – and 
not only thinking, but 
acting – outside the box.  
He brought about this 
unusual day of long-
range thinking, of look-
ing at a picture that is 
much bigger than the current amendment 
being debated. 
 
One hesitates to look into the mind of 
another, but it would seem that one reason-
able explanation of Sen. Shields’ conduct is 
that, as one of the last three members of the 
General Assembly to have served conti-
nuously since the era before term limits, he 
knows first-hand that the party in power is 
not necessarily always going to be the party 
in power – and that failing to address major 
issues, leaving them for future legislatures, 
is not only bad public policy, but bad man-
ners. 
Continued, top of next column… 

 
The eight Senate work groups were: Agricul-
ture/Outdoors/Department of Natural Re-
sources; Courts/Legal/Department of Public 
Safety; Education; General Govern-
ment/Office of Administration; Retirement; 
Social Programs; Tax Structure; and Trans-
portation.  
 
During the day they met, they reviewed 
hundreds of suggestions submitted via the 
Senate’s online “Rebooting Government” 
form. 
 
It turns out that nobody can fulfill the false 
promise politicians of both major parties 
have been making for decades – that gov-
ernment can provide all the vital services for 
public safety, education, health and so on, 
without anybody having to pay more taxes 
than they feel like paying. 
 
This is to say, no magic solutions emerged.  
Government needs to be reorganized, but it 
also needs to be sufficiently funded – and 
the latter need is much more pressing. 
 

Universal Design 
Continued from page 2 
 
A nifty provision calls for two closets to be located 
one above the other; the initial extra cost is nothing 
but the design provides the possibility of adding an 
elevator at minimum expense if the residents ever 
need one.  
 
These strategies should all be everyday best practic-
es when it comes to building. When I explained the 
plywood-under-sheetrock trick to a fellow baby boo-
mer the other day, he said he wished someone had 
told him that before he remodeled his bathroom.  
 
In time, Universal Design will be incorporated into all 
residential construction because it makes economic 
and practical sense. For now, we should at least 
have the benefit of the flexibility it affords in all gov-
ernment-supported low-income housing.  
Please support House Bill 1737. 

 
No action was taken on the bill. 
 

JOIN MASW – WE NEED YOU! 

http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/members/newsrel/d34/031610.pdf
http://bond.senate.gov/public/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJsLipMFt3Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJsLipMFt3Y
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1974
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/members/mem34.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/members/mem34.htm
http://www.masw.org/join.php

