April 2, 2009

Senator 

State Capitol Building
Room Jefferson City, MO 65101


Dear Senator :

I write this letter in support of Missouri Senate Bill 34, which modifies the Food Stamp Eligibility Requirements to allow people with a drug related felony conviction to apply for and receive Food Stamp benefits, if they meet the income guidelines and other criteria.  The residents of this state need you to vote yes on this bill and I am asking for your support.

I would like to emphasize the following points:

· Missouri is one of only 14 states banning Food Stamps for this population.

· I pay Federal Income Taxes and would like this Food Stamp money to return to Missouri.

· Estimates reveal that this could bring some $26Million in commerce to our state.

· Missouri grocers and farmers would benefit from this revenue, ultimately returning Federally paid taxes to the state.

· Lack of Food Stamp accessibility penalizes people who are trying to maintain their sobriety.

· Food pantries are over taxed by the burden of supporting this population when federal tax dollars are available.

· There is a cost to our state to administer the program yet it also costs money to process and deny those same applicants under current regulations.

· People need as many tools as possible when they are rehabilitating.  Food is a basic need and Food Stamps are one tool to help people return to self-sufficiency.

· There are significant costs to not helping people rehabilitate, not the least of which is incarceration.

· Public safety can be at risk when we do not offer tools to help people rehabilitate.

· The lifetime ban on Food Stamps has been shown to be “ineffective” as a deterrent to crime/ sobriety.

· With increased lay-offs statewide, people with old convictions who have been sober, working and paying taxes may need temporary support.

· Senate Bill 34 smartly includes provisions to ensure that these Food Stamps only go to those who are in compliance with court systems and Department of Corrections, and allows for drug testing.

I work for an organization that does everything within our power to help people change their lives and we have seen many positive outcomes from our work.  We ask you to provide the people we serve with Food Stamps as one more tool in the recovery process.  I thank you, in advance, for your consideration and support of Missouri Senate Bill 34.  

Sincerely,

Name/ Address/ contact information (phone and email)

Include your residential/ business address

